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Overview

• The importance of VET teachers in European quotes
• The problem of defining criteria
• How to compare pathways into the vocational teaching 

profession?
• Similarities and differences in six European countries
• Problems in research and outlook
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No quality in learning without people who design learning 
situations with their skills and abilities 

• The Riga Conclusion from 2015 highlights the critical role of VET 
training suppliers, as "systematic approaches to, and 
opportunities for, initial and continuous professional 
development of VET teachers, trainers and mentors in school 
and work-based settings" (p. 4)

• The Advisory Committee on Vocational Training
states in 2018 that VET needs to be delivered
by highly qualified teachers and trainers and
that the professional development of teachers
and trainers should be fostered including
digital skills and innovative teaching methods

• And many national comments share the same opinion
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The problem of defining criteria 

• Defining criterias for screws seems to be simple. You can 
differentiate them by color, material, size, shape, purpose and 
the tool to be used to fix them.

• To diffe
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What makes a good VET teacher a good one?
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Thanks for your attention

Contact
Franz.kaiser@uni-rostock.de



References
• Abele, S., Norwig, K. & Nickolaus, R. (2009). Vocational teacher education in five European countries - analysis and comparison. 

Vocational education: research and reality (pp. 28-43), 17.
• ACVT. (2018). Opinion on the future of vocational education and training post 2020. Advisory Committee on Vocational Training of

the European Commission, Employment Social Affairs and Inclusion. 
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=20479&langId=en

• CEDEFOP (2016). Professional development for VET teachers and trainers. https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/files/9112_en.pdf 
[03.05.2019]

• Deißinger, T. (1998). Beruflichkeit als ‘organisierendes Prinzip’ der deutschen Berufsaus-bildung. Markt Schwaben: EUSL-Verlag
• de Paor, C. (2018). Supporting change in VET: teachers’ professional development and ECVET learner mobility. Empirical Research 

in Vocational Education and Training, 10 (1), 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40461-017-0062-3 [18.02.2021] 
• ET 2020. (2018). Teachers and trainers matter. How to support them in high-performance apprenticeships and work-based 

learning. 12 policy pointers. ET 2020 Working Group on Vocational Education and Training of the European Commission, 
Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, Unit E3 - VET, Apprenticeships & adult learning. 10.2767/129296

• European Commission. (2015). Riga Conclusions 2015
• Gonon, P. (2014): What Makes the Dual System to a Dual System? A New Attempt to De-fine VET through a Governance Approach. 

In: bwp@ Berufs- und Wirtschaftspädagogik –online, 25, 1-13. http://www.bwpat.de/ausgabe25/gonon_bwpat25.pdf 
[28.02.2021].

• Heikkinen, A., & Lassnigg, L. (2015). Models for mythification and branding of vocational education. In A. Heikkinen & L. Lassnigg 
(Eds.), Myths and brands in vocational educa-tion (pp. 1–9). Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholar publishing

• Kaiser, F. & Lindberg, V. (2019). Vocational teachers in the Swedish and Finnish vocational education systems. In F. Marhuenda & 
M. J. Chisvert-Tarazona (Eds.), Pedagogical concerns and market demands in VET. Proceedings of the 3rd Crossing Boundaries in 
VET conference, Vocational Education and Training Network (VETNET) (pp. 301-307) https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2641712 
[18.12.2020]

• Kaiser, F. (2020a). Reflections on typologies of comparison studies and the necessity of cul-tural-historical views illustrated by the
analysis of the Swedish vocational education sys-tem from abroad. In: Pilz M., Li J. (eds) Comparative Vocational Education 
Research. Internationale Berufsbildungsforschung. Springer VS, Wiesbaden. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-658-29924-8_15 
[18.01.2021] 

• Kaiser, F. (2020b). Akademisierung der beruflichen Lehrkräfte und die Genese der Berufsbildungswissenschaft. Ein historischer
Ländervergleich von Schweden, Finnland, und Deutschland. In F. Kaiser & M. Götzl (Eds.), Historische Berufsbildungsforschung.
Perspektiven auf Wissenschaftsgenese und -dynamik (pp. 47-71). Eusl.

• Misra, P. K. (2011). VET teachers in Europe: policies, practices and challenges. Journal of Vocational Education & Training, 63(1), 
27-45. https://doi.org/10.1080/13636820.2011.552732 [02.02.2021]

• .

UNIVERSITÄT ROSTOCK | INSTITUT FÜR BERUFSPÄDAGOGIK 7


